government]. He sent and sought a silver candelabrum 
from R. Jacob b. R. Bun. He sent back to him, saying, 
“Jeremiah still has not repented his evil.” [Jeremiah] 
wanted to excommunicate him. 


[L] R. Hiyya the son of R. Isaac of Attush was in session 
there. He said to him, “I have heard that they 
excommunicate an elder only if he has behaved like 
Jeroboam son of Nabat and his fellows.” 


[M] He said to him, “‘It was as an example that they 
imposed the ordeal of drinking the bitter water on 
her’ [M. Ed. 5:6]. And he indeed behaved as did 
Jeroboam b. Nabat and his fellows.” 


[N] So this group [of sages] declared the other group to be 
excommunicated, and this group took account of the 
decree of the other, and this group had to release the 
other [from its decree]. 


[IV:1 A] And so too: he who sought absolution from a sage [for release 
from a vow to get a haircut] and was released: 


[B] How shall we interpret this case? 


[C] If he addressed the question prior to the festival, he should not get a 
haircut. 


[D] — If he did not address the question to the sage prior to the festival, he 
[also] should not get a haircut. 


[E] But this is the case with which we deal: He addressed the question to 
the sage prior to the festival, but he did not find grounds for releasing 
his vow until the festival had come. 


[F] The following case illustrates [how a sage may not find grounds 
for releasing a vow right away, but may find such grounds later 
on]: 


[G] R. Simeon did not find grounds for releasing his vow, until one of 
the sages of Galilee came to him. (There are those who say it was 
R. Simeon b. Eleazar.) He took him from here and put him there, 
took him from [82a] here and put him there, until he put him into 
the sun to examine his garments. 


[H] They said to him, “If you had known that the elder would do this to 
you, would you have taken such a vow?” 


